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Status 

1)E3 Responsive to 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 

3)D Si 



filed on 23 October 2C 



2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as tc 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) M8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 03 Claim(s) MM is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specificati 



id to by the B 

iwing(s) filed on 23 October 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 . 
)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 



Priority under 35 U.S.C.§119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Appli 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been rec 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not rec 



35U.S.C. §119(a)-(d)or(f). 



sd in this National Stage 
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DETAILED ACTION 




1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

{h) ll lk I nk'.l i:l a limited pllhliualiei 11 (111:- ur 11 Ihroieu ciiiirn v , ■■ r li p'lhlic lie or on 

sale in Till 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

In \ | il in l I nlil mi i i i ii li ll mi mum is n, ■: I mi I li 1 1 Li> , | i 1 ,i ; . i til, in 
sec: ion 102 oiilns lille. il'llie tii 1 leiLjnCL-:-- bet weee the subjc;:! neuter mimmIii to be pinenled anil the finer art are 
such that tlie subject matter as a whole would have beer, obvious a; the time the invention was made to a person 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 10-12 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over US Patent No. 4,780,445 (Jung). 

Jung discloses a method for catalyst aging wherein a catalyst containing manganese 
sulfate, iron sulfate, ceria and alumina, is exposed to a flow of wet (10 % volume % H 2 0) air and 
to a flow of a gas generated from the combustion of propane in excess oxygen with 5 ppm of 
S0 2 (See Examples 2 and 3 in col. 4 and Table I). 

The claimed limitation of "continuous flow of a gaseous composition" would have been 
present once the Jung method is canted out for 300 hours with a flow of wet air or for 250 
hours with a gas generated from the combustion of propane in excess oxygen with 5 ppm of S0 2 . 



Claim Reiectic 



■ 35 USC S 102 & Claim Reit 



35 USC § 103 
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Note, that Jung does not disclose the interruption of the air flow rate or the combustion gas flow 
rate. Therefore it is reasonable to assume that the flow rates as disclosed are continuous. Note In 
reBest, 195 USPQ at 433, footnote 4 (CCPA 1977) as to the providing of this rejection made 
above under 35 USC 102. 

Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have carried out the aging with a continuous flow, since it is well within 
the expected skill of the technician to operate a process continuously (See In re Dilnot, 13 19 f.2d 
138 USPQ 248 (CCPA 1963). 

5. Claims 4, 8-9, 13, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jung 

Jung applies herein as above. Jung discloses the instantly claimed manganese-containing 

catalyst aging method. However, fails to disclose treating a catalyst comprising cryptomelane. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the ait at the time the invention 
was made to have treated any catalyst, such as one comprising cryptomelane, with the aging 
method disclosed by Jung since this is a common and known method for aging catalysts which 
will enhance the a catalyst effectiveness. 
Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maribel Medina whose telephone number is (571) 272-1355. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can he readied on (57 1 ) 272- 1 358. The lax phone number for Hie 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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